This chapter offers a brief overview of the evidence for apocalyptic beliefs, traditions, and literature and related visions of the afterlife, and its significance in the medieval and early modern Celtic societies. It draws upon a range of literary, historical, and visual evidence to examine the place of the apocalypse particularly in pre-modern culture and the imagination. Due to the breadth of material which is relevant to this topic, however, this essay is particularly concerned with select aspects of the evidence for the Last Days, Doomsday, and Judgment, descriptions of Hell, and the afterlife. In addition, the Celtic vernacular evidence for such traditions will be chiefly considered.
language and literary tradition during the Middle Ages which eventually gave rise to Irish and Scottish Gaelic.
11.2
The Gaelic World: Ireland and Scotland 
Visions of the Afterlife
Irish texts concerned with the fate of souls and their interim state in the afterlife abound, reflecting both native vernacular tradition and popular and widely known Latin and other texts in their composition. Including texts such as the Visio Tnugdali ("The Vision of Tundale") and Fís Adomnáin ("The Vision of Adomnán"), these provide accounts of visits by named individuals to Heaven, Hell, or Purgatory. An interest in what happens to the soul in the afterlife is apparent from the 7th century in Ireland, and visions of the afterlife constitute an important body of evidence for pre-modern apocalyptic beliefs, perspectives, and concerns in an Irish context. These texts also often provide answers to pressing questions centering around the soul's experience after death, before and at judgment, including its punishment, location, and interim state. As Wright has argued, a variety of pos-
